
“O God of peace, who has taught us that in re t u rning and
rest we shall be save d, in quietness and in confidence shall be
our stre n g t h : By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, t o
your pre s e n c e, wh e re we may be still and know that you are
God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. A m e n .” (Book of Common
P raye r)

I
am a lover of wat e r. If I believed in astro l ogy, I wo u l d
at t ri bute my love of water to the fact that so many of my
planets are in wat e r, i n cluding my sun sign, P i s c e s .
When I was a ch i l d, come summer time, my par-

ents would have to haul me out of the Atlantic or,
of a Sat u rd ay, I would be in there for ten
h o u rs straight. I remember well the
m a n d at o ry and ex c ru c i ating command-
ment that came from on high: “ You mu s t
spend half an hour out of the water after lunch ,
or else. . .” Or wh at? “ O R . . . yo u ’ll ge t
s t o m a ch cramps and die a horri bl e
d e at h .” I remember counting the minu t e s
since having ingested my peanut butter and
j e l ly sandw i ch , e ager to re t u rn to wh at fe l t
l i ke my homeland—the sea.

At fo rty-six ye a rs old, I find my s e l f
l iving in a new house by a cre e k , a n d, my,
it is a coming home. Th o rnton Cre e k , t h e
N o rth Fo rk of it, fl ows by our house. Yo u
can see it, hear it, and within minutes yo u
can put your feet or any other part of yo u
right in it. Beginning in Ronald Bog in
S h o re l i n e, fl owing past the Nort h gate Mall
( wh i ch used to be cra n b e rry fi e l d s ) , Th o rn t o n
C reek carries water and, these day s , coho and
chinook to Lake Washington. The wo o d s
beside and around Th o rnton Creek are home to
Douglas fi rs , We s t e rn red cedars , m ap l e s ,a l d e rs ,a n d
h e m l o ck s , with their dro o py tops. Birds wa ke me each
m o rning at dawn and in sequence by species, it seems,
p raise God with their ch o rus (some of the bird
species must be more “ m o rning people” than oth-
e rs). I am amazed at and part i c u l a rly love the daily
ch a n ges in water fl ow. In a dry spell, Th o rnton Cre e k

is just that , a lazy spit of a creek winding its way through the
woods. But after only a few hours of ra i n , the creek is tra n s-
fo rmed into a noisy, boiling torre n t , pulling with it soil and
l og s , and wh at ever is in its path. 

It has been clear to me for a long time that my love of wat e r
is deep ly linked to my spirituality and my re l ationship 
with God. Water is a central metaphor for the way God’s 
p resence winds through my life, sometimes lazily and quiet-
ly, sometimes torre n t i a l ly, pulling me along for the ri d e.
C l e a n s i n g, n o u ri s h i n g, l i fe giving and purgi n g, s t ripping 

me clean of wh at does not abide in life. The landscap e
a round the water ch a n ges as my life goes fo r wa rd in

t i m e, and as I ch a n ge. But the water is ever pre s e n t ,
and ever on the move.

L iving by wat e r, I am reminded eve ry day that
I am part of a full web : the tre e s , the bird s , t h e
m a m m a l s , a swa rm of mostly unidentified fly-
ing insects that hang out at eve ry outside light,

the rude-mouthed but stunningly beautiful
S t e l l a r ’s jay, w i ly raccoon. We
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Earth Letter is a “mini-journal” of Christian
environmental spirituality published five times a year
(Jan., March, May, Sept., Nov.) by Earth Ministry. It
attempts to present a broad spectrum of theological and
social points of view, and holds no one specific theological
or ecological orthodoxy. Letters and comments are wel-
comed, but reception does not guarantee publication. 
Submission of articles for publication consideration are
welcomed as well. Mail should be directed to Earth 
M i n i s t ry, 1305 NE 47th St., Seattle, WA  98105. Our 
telephone is (206) 632-2426.

Earth Ministry is a tax-exempt, non-profit Christian, envi-
ronmental, ecumenical ministry incorporated in the State
of Washington. Earth Ministry is funded exclusively by 
donations from individuals, congregations, and charitable
foundations. It seeks to draw attention to the spiritual and
moral dimensions of environmental issues.
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Earth Ministry ’s mission is to engage individuals 
and congregations in knowing God more fully through
deepening relationships with all of God’s creation. We
believe that through this experience our personal lives
and our culture will be transformed. These transforma-
tions include simplified living, environmental steward-
ship, justice for all creation, and a worldview which
sees creation as a revelation of God. Together these
lead to a rediscovery of the vitality of the Christian faith.

✞E a rth L e t t e r

E a ch year Earth Ministry chooses seve ral issues around wh i ch to
d evelop eve n t s , highlight re s o u rc e s , and promote education. Last
ye a r, and again this ye a r, we chose cl i m ate ch a n ge and salmon.

Although scientists deb ate the possible effects and ex t remes of
p rojected cl i m ate ch a n ge (temperat u re wa rming may ra n ge fro m

1 to 6 degrees F), the wo rld is demonstrably wa rm i n g. Even small ch a n ge s ,
s u ch as the recent 1 degree shift in temperat u re, h ave caused dislocations and
s u ffe ri n g.  A l re a dy, polar ice sheets have melted, d i s e a s e - c a rrying mosqui-
toes are moving nort h , and violent hurricanes have thre atened entire
regions. Citizens of island nations are ve ry wo rri e d. A larger temperat u re
ch a n ge could be cat a s t ro p h i c. The United States is the number one emitter
of greenhouse ga s e s , yet our country is doing nothing to re a ch the modest
goal set by the Kyoto accord (to reduce emissions by 7 percent below 1990
l evels). For this re a s o n , among others (in particular the questions of justice
t h at cl i m ate ch a n ge raises) the ch u rch has mobilized Christians to learn ab o u t
and respond to cl i m ate ch a n ge. 

In “ Thinking about Climate Change ” WA state legi s l ator Dave A n d e rs o n
eva l u ates the deb ate over the extent and effects of cl i m ate ch a n ge. Why is it
d i fficult for people to respond to this pro blem? He offe rs a pra c t i c a l , a n d
g u a rd e d ly hopeful, v i ew p o i n t .

To look at the fate of pre s e n t ly endange red salmon is to ap p re c i ate a dif-
fe rent kind of issue. Salmon are endange red because many humans have
“ l ove d ” them and used them to death; their runs have been decimated by log-
ging and toxic waste dumping. But for Nat ive A m e ri c a n s , and others who tru-
ly love salmon, the salmon has become the “ i c o n ” of the Pa c i fic Nort h we s t .
As a nat u ral icon, salmon tell us about ours e l ves and help us find ours e l ve s
i n t egra l ly within the bioregion of land and wat e rs. (See Carla Va l e n t i n e
P ry n e ’s art i cl e, “ R e t u rning and Rest” for an evo c ation of this theme.) Fro m
this pers p e c t ive, to envision salmon and, better ye t , to actually see them, is to
ga ze down into fl owing wat e r. It is to think and feel locally, b i o regi o n a l ly; to
e nvision fo o d, n o u ri s h m e n t , and mythic meaning; to be affected by beauty and
the lives of a cre at u re my s t e ri o u s ly diffe rent from yet living ve ry close to us.
It is to ack n ow l e d ge the value of the culture and ve ry existence of the nat ive
peoples of our region to wh i ch the salmon we re, and are, i n t egra l .

In “A Prayer for the Salmon’s Second Coming,” D avid James Duncan pas-
s i o n at e ly pleas that we save the salmon from ours e l ves. The era d i c ation of
G o d ’s gift would reveal true hardness of heart and an incalculable human
fa i l i n g. The book rev i ew by Tom Dean of Jim Lich at ow i ch ’s Salmon with-
out Rive rs : A History of the Pa c i fic Salmon Cri s i s fills in necessary info r-
m ation and outlines ve ry disturbing trends over the past century of salmon
“ m a n age m e n t .”

These two themes—salmon and cl i m ate ch a n ge — t ogether we ave a web
of meaning and impact. Somewh e re in the mix we find our own story wri t
l a rge—the trage dy of human wo rk and greed and power that tends to cap s i ze
the lives of other cre at u res. 

For Chri s t i a n s , God cre ated the wat e rs and the heavens... And Christ is
L o rd of all. In harming the life around us we don’t know wh at we are doing.
M o re ’s the pity and the potential cat a s t ro p h e. 

The Rev. Nancy G. W ri g h t
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Our Constituents’ View of
E a rth Ministry
While the info rmal fe e d b a ck about our
wo rk has been ove r wh e l m i n g ly positive,
we we re not sure how well we actually
c o m mu n i c ated our mu l t i faceted vision.
Th e re fo re, in Ja nu a ry of this year we sent
a letter to a rep re s e n t at ive sampling of
our constituents. We asked these con-
stituents if they would part i c i p ate in a
re s e a rch project to help us learn more
re l i ably wh at it is about our wo rk that
t h ey most va l u e. We hired the local fi rm
of Pa rker LePla to conduct interv i ew s
(with these constituents, s t a ff, a n d
b o a rd ) , compile the re s u l t s , and help us
consider the implicat i o n s .

H e re ’s wh at we learn e d. Pa rker LePla
had never wo rked with another orga n i z a-
tion whose constituents’ p e rc ep t i o n
( ex t e rnal) of its values so stro n g ly
m at ched its own perc eption (intern a l ) .
H e re are the values that our constituents
see as commu n i c ated in wh at we do, a n d
our board and staff see as driving the
o rga n i z at i o n ’s actions: fa i t h - b a s e d, e c o -
justice ori e n t e d, i n cl u s ive n e s s , i n t egri t y
( walking the talk), c o l l ab o rat ive, va l u i n g
c o m mu n i t y, c e l eb rat o ry. LePla staff also
helped us to think about how, n ow that
we know this, we might ex p l i c i t ly high-
light these values in all that we do.

Field Trips, Gatherings, and
C o s p o n s o red Events
On Sat u rd ay, M ay 5, about twe n t y
h e a rty souls gat h e red at Grays Harbor
N ational Wi l d l i fe Refuge to witness
some of the 15,000 shore birds that stop
t h e re to feed on their annual nort h e rn
m i gration. On August 12 about fo rt y -
eight hike rs carpooled to Chinook Pa s s
(in Mt. Rainier National Pa rk) for our
a n nual Wi l d fl ower Field Trip. Dr. Peggy
H u d s o n , P ro fessor of Botany at Seat t l e
U n ive rs i t y, once again led our tri p , t h i s
year into the Naches Peak area. To be
nose-to-petal with these fl owe rs , a n d

eyeball-to-wing with the bird s , is a kind
of mystic ex p e ri e n c e, a momentary
i m m e rsion in part of the vast sea of bio-
d ive rsity that we tend to take for gra n t e d
in our daily lives. On May 25, we
c o s p o n s o red (with Eart h S ave Seat t l e )
Alan Durn i n g, E xe c u t ive Director of
N o rt h west Env i ronment Wat ch , wh o
s p o ke about how our high consumption
l i festyles place tremendous stress on our
ecosystems. In mid-Ju ly, M i ke Sch u t ,
our part-time staffe r, p resented a we e k-
long seri e s , on simple living and eco-jus-
t i c e, at Holden Vi l l age, a Luthera n
re t re at center in the North Cascades. In
a ddition staff made pre s e n t ations at six-
teen diffe rent settings between May and
S ep t e m b e r. In September Nancy W ri g h t
will be one of the fe at u red speake rs at the
“ S p i ri t , C o m m e rc e, and Sustainab i l i t y ”
c o n fe rence in Missoula. (For more info r-
m ation on this confe rence see the Calen-
dar Page, or visit our web s i t e.) 

M i n i s t ry to Public Life
E a rth Ministry not only wo rks with indi-
viduals and congregations but also
embodies a prophetic outre a ch to
a dd ress public life. During May and
June Ta nya rep resented us (in collab o ra-
tion with Washington Sustainable Fo o d
and Fa rming Netwo rk) at the Stat e
D ep a rtment of Health’s public comment
p e riod  rega rding the inclusion of orga n-
ic foods as an option in their Wo m e n ,
I n fa n t s , and Children Program. On May
2 2 , Ta nya rep resented us at a “ Pe o p l e ’s
Fo rum on Dioxin and Pe rsistent Po l l u-
t i o n ” s p o n s o red by Washington Tox i c s .
On June 28, Jim Mulligan spoke at a
p ress confe rence in collab o ration with
Washington Wi l d e rness Coalition and
the Sierra Club and then testified at a
h e a ring by the US Fo rest Service on
their proposed new policies for ro a d l e s s
a reas within our national fo re s t s .

Celebration of St. Francis
Our Celeb ration will be held on Sat-

u rd ay, S eptember 30 (see calendar page
or visit our web site) for more info rm a-
tion. This annual event brings to our
c o m munity voices from the arts. It is our
belief that in our culture artists often
s e rve the role of pro p h e t s , helping us to
see and understand deeper meanings in
the events of our own time. 

This year we are trying something
n ew, s t aging a play : “A Sense of Wo n-
d e r,” based on the life and writings of
R a chel Cars o n , author of Silent Spri n g,
the 1962 book wh i ch brought env i ro n-
mental crises into wide public re c og n i-
tion. This one-woman play will be
p e r fo rmed by play w right and actre s s
Kaiuiani Lee. Lee was described in the
B a n gor Daily News as “…not one of
those publ i c i t y - d riven actresses wh o
m a kes your skin crawl. No, Kaiulani Lee
has other go a l s , loftier go a l s , and a vo i c e
f rom the 1940’s. So she’s actually the
kind of actress who makes you believe in
the pro fession all over aga i n .” M a rk
your calendar; this should be a wo n d e r f u l
eve n i n g.

Fall Fundraising Campaign
E a rth Ministry is support e d, a l m o s t
ex cl u s ive ly, by donations from our con-
stituents. Twice a ye a r, in the spring and
fa l l , we ask our constituents to consider
making a financial contri bution. Yo u
will be re c e iving a mailing in October.
Please read it thoughtfully, and make
your decision. ✞
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